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Us - Department of Justice 
United States Marshals Service 



MEMORANDUM TO: 



FROM: 



(00 Army Navy Drhv 
Arlington. VA 22202-4210 

Ju ly 15, 1999 



All US. Marshals Service Employees 



George R. Havens 
Acting Director 



SUBJECT: Body Searches 



Q 



Tne attached Policy Directive M« »„j <■ , 
^■Marshals Service (USMS) empSt&ef ' T* 1 *"***"*-«, 
mdud^juvenaes. I^ations for P ra S J^ h ^ f M " d "*8 a search of a person, 
are set forth m the U.S. Constitution and in cat uT ™ '7°^ * kW raforc ™« officers 
procedures : necessary for conducting toth "e^ ' I ^ **?» ***"> P™™te S the 
body searches should be referred tolhe £fa 3£S5 52 7** ^o^ C 



s concerning 



This policy directive should be placed ii 



a temporary binder. 



Attachment 
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Policy Directive 



Subject Index: 

Body Searches 
Pat-down Searches 
In-custody Searches 
Strip Searches 
Search Procedures 



No. 99-25 
My 7, 1999 
File No. 5000 



BODY SEARCHES 
1 WSte^f^ p f l * <firecdve P"^ woffle instructions to U.S. Marshals Service 

ni- POLICY: 

A. Deputy U.S. Mahals are authorized to conduct the fcllowmg type* of search-s of 
prisoners and other persons who are under arrest: 

1 . Pat-down search . 

2. In-custody search 

3. Strip search 

4. Digital cavity search 

5. Search incident to a lawful arrest 
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Body Searches 
99-25 



C 



S?hi^ heS "T* " P"* 5 ™" 21 . systOTatic methodical, and consistent aonroach 



IV. PROCEDURES: 



«£* may he concealed. Thefblowing p ro cedurcs are appui^atT™ 



^t S h*re;^™o7 te ^ bero^ ^ o " ro ^^^- 

1 Tte saSTof ^t^ T VBd i ™ di "* &0m *» SMne f ° r * » "er safety 
»tcnSy^ch^^ U ^ aP ^ ™^ Ch ^ b ^^-'^of 

3 ^Trw^lr mC0Vered ' thePat - d °™ Se - h " i »^^'0P0f«ne Q 

1 ^SK3x:553£: 

detention facility, pnor to transportation, or before a courtroom appearance. 
2. Remove the contents from all the pockets found on the prisoner's clothing as well as 

both is complete. The pnsoner will wgorously brash Ms or her hair in order to 

conducting the search, adequately brash his or her hair, the deputy will conduce 
han search by using the hands or an item such as a pen or pencil 



3. 



^ y ,oTS beI T d t cach "f md ,00k inside *■ piWs - ~* ■** "i 

a^id gmns 10n8,,e • m ° f ° f th0 ™ uth ' ^ between "wOiP* 



r- -t 



O 
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Body Searches 
99-25 



ifeporr. rf necessary, for OTentol retum _ ^^ or presemti(jn of ^^ 
C. Strip Search: A complete search of a prisoner's attire and a visual inspection of the 

1. Strip searches on prisoners in custody are authorized when there is reasonable 

TO considered to be a security, escape, and/or suicide risk. Reasonable suspicion mav 
be based upon, but a not limited to, one or more of the fbllov^eria * 

a. Prisoner's criminal history; 
(ti f S^r^ C ^ M / f ' kstitotion "* c * the P ris ^ r i^etained;or 

individually or in the institution in which prisoners are detained. 

2. When conducting a strip search, deputies shall ensure that they have a private location 
tree ot LCTV (closed circuit television) cameras. 

3. A strip search should always be conducted by a deputy of the same sex, unless the 
person conducting die search is a physician, physician's assistant, or ^sTTwLss 

° dttTof r : "" pereo " ■*• searched mua * p™» <«* « ■* ~rs 

a deputy of the same sex as the pnsoner being searched is not available to serve as a 
wtmess, a depiny of me opposite sex may be positioned outside the sea^ZmTas 
not to view me subject, with the door ajar, for the purpose of corroboratingT 
remarks made by the individuals in the room and providing assistance in te even, of 
^emergency (e.g. an assault on the deputy conducting the search or a meoicT 



Q 



ZS^JZ ' ? examu,aS0 ") AmM m involve touching the skin surface If* 
pnsoner refuses to cooperate m removing any article of clothing or by otherwise " 
Reding the deputy m the search, reasonable force may be used to complete the 
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5 ^^^n^beenmadetoconductastripsearch.itDBstbedonea.a 
professiona. manner, ^usfag the prisoners .Me embarrassment as poSol 

6. When conducting a strip search, the deputy will: 

a. tosti-uc. the prisoner to remove all loose articles (including valuables hairpieces 
dentures, passes, etc.). Separate the clothing and any otaZa ZmZ ' ' 
C^T,"^ T^ "* -""-—toough visual elation oTthe 
pnsWstody.fomthetop ofmeheadtomebo^omoftnTftaT 

^t. Pr ' SOnert0 ^° rOUS,ybnlShhiSOrherlMirwi ' i& '^«^od g eany 

°" ^' l ^, dcach J earmcil0 '' k ™<le the prisoner's ear canals, nostrils, and 
moutl^ checkmg under the tongue, roof of the mouth, and betwUle hp^d 

ST-SE^T*^ "f^^yingcloseTnS o al 
such as armpits, breasts; and genital area. Direct the prisoner to See in the 
d SEX ""' """^ a *-' ^^O" of tapper baT^er 

^*i P ™" fftOSp ^ MsorhCTl ^^bendfonvardattheS 

S2-™ ""f** fr ° m *» —• C °""«" v* an observation of 
the bottoms and between the toes of both feet 
e. Conducts thorough search of all clothing and property removed from the prisoner Q 
before r«urnmg any ofthe items totfie prisoner. The clothing inspection Sd W 

include any areas where contraband or weapons may be locate^ jock* 

7. Prior ,0 accepting a P risoner(s) from a detention facility, institution, or other inside or 
outside source deputies may perform their own strip search as JL*, basTon" 

1^7 » ^ ^ neeJ f ° r a th0 ™ gh searcn fOT contraband and/or weapons 
^TZ reaS0,,al " e SUSpici< " 1 te a ^ scarch is "^ssary, and is demeTme 

acceptance of the prisoner. The U.S. Marshal and JPATS (if a JPATS trip is involvedl 
are to be immediately notified if a prisoner is not to be transported ' 

D Z^l CaVi<ySea 7'' : Asearchtta Solves intrusion or entrance into a body cavity 
(mouth, ears, nostnls, rectum, vagina) by anyone other than the prisoner being searched 
-_-.g a finger, thumb, tongue depressor, simple octcscope, or short nasal speculum The 
toUowmg procedures are applicable to a digital cavity search: 



'age a of 7 



Q 



o 



G 
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Body Searches 
99-25 

' c^T °J r TIT ble SU5pid0n ^ ,0 Meve *= Prisoner has concealed 

=Sa;-S=SB25S3SS3ES- 

3. Contact the US. Attorney regarding the advisability of a search warrant if 

this type^s^cT aPPrOTal ^ a USMS ^P™' <° ""due. 



E. &iuicA Incident to a Lawful Arrest; 

A search for weapons and evidence 



1 t^2^E?^T^-r*--'-*tai«»»ta*i™ He 



2. 



F Prisoners of the Opposite Sex: 

I. Prisoners will be searched by a deputy of the same sex; however in extenuating 

conducted by a deputy of the opposite sex. A hand-held meti detector Z Z used 
to supplement the search under these circumstances 

deputies of the opposrte sex m extenuating circumstances an-* »,*-» - -■.- -^ L. 
- . sex is no, arable. In this case, SseSwiTbTmlSe ^ 
another person and documented using USM-Form 210, Incident Beplr, 7n\Z 
d^erarer " ^^ Wta ,h " ri — ^b-n removed from tne 

^age i ot / 
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Body Searches (t) 
99-25 ^ s * 

G. Reporting Procedures: 

a. Identity of the prisoner searched; 

b. Date, place, and type of search; 

c. Time and duration of search; 

d " ^i^, 0r , i * raIa ? on1tel «i ^"PUty to believe the strip search was 
e Z^^T^^^^^^^^eractio^; 

f it^mf f ^ PUty C ° ndUCti,1S " d * e supervis ° r a PP™A the search; 
t. The names of all persons present during the search- 

g. A detaded description of the nature and extern of tie search; and 

h. A description of any weapons, evidera*. or contraband found during the search. 

AlldigitalcavitysearchesshallalsobereuorteHniilKiniin r j 

and title of the medical person performing the search. See Section G-l. Q 

The completed USM-Form 210 will be placed in the prisoner's file with a codv 
forwarded to the appropriate U.S. Marshal. Py 



2. 



3. 



V. DEFINITIONS: 
A 



Depot} .(as. Marshal): Includes all operational employees assigned to the 1 811 iob 
senes, Detention Enforcement Officers, contract guards, and US Marehak 

B. Body Search: A search conducted for an official law enforcement pmpose which may 
mdude the patting down of a prisoner for weapons or contraband Kr^^T" 
ex—n of the dotting worn by a prisoner, or the examination of tTeSiofskin 
surface and interior body cavities. <=™ior snn 

C. Seasonable Suspicion: Articulable facts that reasonably lead a deputy to suspect that a 



Q 
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Body Searches 
99-25 



Effective Date: By Order of: 



Georg^R. Havens 



Acting Director 
U.S. Marshals Service 



Cancels: Policy Notice 95-013, Slip Searching of Prisoners; Section 5.4-2; USMS Pol.cy and 
Procedures Manual, Volume V, Prisoner Operations, NPTS and Air Operations 
Cross Reference: PoUcy Directive, CeUUockOperations;OGC Legal Update, No. 7 June 1999 
rroponent- Executive Services Division, Policy Center, 202/307-9480; FAX 202307-983 1 



o 



This policy directive has been negotiated with and approved by the International Council of U S 
Marshals Service Locals, American Federation of Government Employees. 



